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PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 


Notice of Abandonment 

Application No. 

10/077,735 

Applicant(s) 
HARMSTON, T 

ERRY 

Examiner 

Hugh B. Thompson II 

Art Unit 
3634 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address-' 

This application is abandoned in view of: 


1. El Applicant's failure to timely file a proper reply to the Office letter mailed on 7-14-03 . 
(a) □ A reply was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated . 


. ), which is after the expiration of the 


period for reply (including a total extension of time of month(s)) which expired on . 

(b) □ A proposed reply was received on , but it doe$ not constitute a proper reply under 37 CFR 1 .1 13 (a) to the final rejection. 

(A proper reply tfhder 37 CFR 1.113 to a final rejection consists only of: (1) a timely filed amendment which places the 
application in condition for allowance; (2) a timely filed Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee); or (3) a timely filed Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.114). 

(c) □ A reply was received on but it does not constitute a proper reply, or a bona fide attempt at a proper reply, to the non- 

final rejection. See 37 CFR 1.85(a) and 1.111. (See explanation in box 7 below). 

(d) S No reply has been received. 

2. □ Applicant's failure to timely pay the required issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, within the statutory period of three months 
from the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(a) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated 

), which is after the expiration of the statutory period for payment of the issue fee (and publication fee) set in the Notice of 

Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(b) □ The submitted fee of $ is insufficient. A balance of $ is due. 


The issue fee required by 37 CFR 1 . 1 8 is $_ 


The publication fee, if required by 37 CFR 1.18(d), is $_ 


(c) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, has not been received. 

3-D Applicant's failure to timely file corrected drawings as required by, and within the three-month period set in, the Notice of 
Allowability (PTO-37). 

(a) □ Proposed corrected drawings were received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is 

after the expiration of the period for reply. 

(b) □ No corrected drawings have been received. 

4. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by the attorney or agent of record, the assignee of the entire interest, or all of 

the applicants. 

5. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by an attorney or agent (acting in a representative capacity under 37 CFR 

1 .34(a)) upon the filing of a continuing application. 

6. □ The decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interference rendered on and because the period for seeking court review 

of the decision has expired and there are no allowed claims. 


7. □ The reason(s) below 


HUGH B. THOMPSON II 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 ^ 


Petitions to revive under 37 CFR 1 .137(a) or (b), or requests to withdraw the holding of abandonment under 37 CFR 1.181 , should be promptly filed to 
minimize any negative effects on patent term. 


U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-1432 (Rev. 04-01) 


Notice of Abandonment 


Part of Paper No. 9 


f «™ ICE PLAN T0 CEASE SUPPLYING COPIES OF CITED U.S PATENT 
. - ^ E r ^CES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS, AND PILOT TO EVALUATE THE 
ALTERNATIVE OF PROVIDING ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO SUCH U.S. PATENT 

REFERENCES 


Summary 


m iS2 m ™ I rademark ° ffice (0ffice 0r USPT0 > P ,ans in < hc no» fiiture to: 

1) cease ^«';ngcop,es of U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications (US patent 

nfzr s) r ? fice act, r except for citations made d »™* ^ w of an 

international apphcat.on under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and those made during 

™v 7T n^ 118 ^ "? (2) Pr ° Vide deCtr0nic access t0 ' with convenient downloading 
Ann! ? i US P W referenCeS dted in m 0ffice action via ^ Office's private Patent 
Apphcauon Informat.on Retrieval (PAIR) system which has a new feature called "E-Patent 

n% t Bef0 L re f ceas,n e to Provide copies of U.S. patent references with Office actions the 

Office shall test the feas.bility of the E-Patent Reference feature by conducting a two month pUot 

StolS'V^f , C 3Ct T ^ ° eCember 2003 The Omce^hal. eva uat't e 

fwww' USPTn m 3 n0tiCC Which Wi " be P° sted on 0ffice '* ^te 

^Zn5f / i m u thePatent 0fficial Gazet * (O.G.). In order to use the new E-Patent 

„£Z £ , ™ Unn8 ^ P1 ' 0t Peri0d ' ° r When the 0ffice ceases t0 send «>Pies of U.S. patent 
references with Office actions, the applicant must: (1) obtain a digital certificate from the Office; 
(2) obtain a customer number from the Office, and (3) properly associate applications with the 
customer number. The pilot project does not involve or affect the current Office practice of 
supplying paper copies of foreign patent documents and non-patent literature with Office actions 
Paper cop.es of references will continue to be provided by the USPTO for searches and written " 
opimons prepared by the USPTO for international applications during the international stage and 
lor reexamination proceedings. 

Description of Pilot Project to Provide Electronic Access to Cited U.S. Patent 
References 

On December 1 2003, the Office will make available a new feature, E-Patent Reference, in the 
Office s private PAIR system, to allow more convenient downloading of U.S. patents and U S 
patent application publications. The new feature will allow an authorized user of private PAIR 
to download some or all of the U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications cited by an 
exarmner on form PTO-892 in Office actions, as well as U.S. patents and U.S. patent application 
publications submitted by applicants on form PTO/SB08 (1449) as part of an IDS. The retrieval 
of some or all of the documents may be performed in one downloading step with the documents 
encoded as Adobe Portable Document format (.pdf) files, which is an improvement over the 
current page-by-pagc retrieval capability from other USPTO systems 


Thereafter ^ E " Pat6nt Reference Feature Durin 9 the p "°* Project and 


Access to pnvate PAIR is required to utilize E-Patent Reference. If you don't already have 
access to pnvate PAIR, the Office urges practitioners, and applicant not represent by a 
practitioner, to take advantage of the transition period to obtain a no-cost USPTO Public Kev 

SEES" ^ W "2?"* ° tofa * ^ ™ to ™ ^SSr 

TsulKi th oT'T t, ° n ^ ^ ** CUSt ° mer number « insta » no -«*t 

Omppbed by the Office) required to access private PAIR and E-Patent Reference feature and 

" MTang ?r i S ,tS f °: htemet access " The ftU instructions for obtaining a PKI 

tSt^T, m T^i* at f C ° ffiCe ' S EleCtr0nic Business Center CEBQ web page at: 
otto^a^ Note thatanotarized stature will be P 4uired to 

IS R 3 ? U ?^/ r dOWnl0ad 311(1 ° 0mplete tne Cust °™r Number Request form, PTO- 

^ ttp f ://ww ^ us P t " P^w^forms/sh01?5 pdf . The completed form can then be 
2ET ? CSinU ^ t0 ^ EleCtr0nic Busb,ess Center at ( 703 > 308 -2840, or mailed to the 

X l*t f0mi - If /° U ™ a r< * istered attome y or patent agent, then your registration 
number must be associated with your customer number. This is accomplished by adding your 
registration number to the Customer Number Request form. A description of assocSg T 
customer number with an application is described at the EBC web page af 
http://WWW.USDtO.gov/ehr/r egistration p air htm) 

The E-Patent Reference feature will be accessed using a new button on the private PAIR screen 

tw . CUed U S " ^ - d U S - Patent a PP lication P ublica «on referenceTwiu be 
available over the Internet usmg the Office's new E-Patent Reference feature. The size of the 

be I T l0 f aded 7 U1 be dis P la y ed °y ^Patent Reference so the download time can 
be estimated Apphcante and registered practitioners can select to download all of the references 
or any combination of cited references. Selected references will be downloaded as cample e 
U?pTo^.Hn P0rtable r D ° curaent *>™« (.pdf, files. For a limited period of time me 
USPTO will mclude a copy of th,s notice with Office actions to encourage applicants to use this 
new feature and if needed, to take the steps outlined above in order to be abk to utibze tWs new 
feature dunng the pilot and thereafter. 

During the two-month pilot, the Office will evaluate the stability and capacity of the E-Patent 
Reference feature to reliably provide electronic access to cited U.S. patent and U S patent 
apphca ion publication references. While copies of U.S. patent and U.S. patent application 
publication references cited by examiners will continue to be mailed with Office actions during 
£e pilo project, applicants are encouraged to use the private PAIR and the E-Patent Reference 
feature to electronically access and download cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application 
publication references so the Office will be able to objectively evaluate its performance The 
? U p a , C ™ raged f t0 ^brnit comments to the Office on the usability and performance of the 
E-Patent Reference feature dunng the pilot. Further, during the pilot period registered 
K r erS „' i T ^ re P resented fe y a Practitioner, are encouraged to experiment with 
P T°u Ciea 7 m USing ^ fcatUre ' «* establish n ™ internal processes for 

rfZrr I"' C Tl UA ^ US - PatCnt app,icati0n P^aLs to prepare 
for the ant.c.pated cessation of the current Office practice of supplying copies of such cited 


2 


references. The Office plans to continue to provide access to the E-Patent Reference feature 
during its evaluation of the pilot. 

Comments 

Comments concerning the E-Patent Reference feature should be in writing and directed to the 
^.^jte (EBC) at the USPTO by electronic mail at eReferencefihisntn „ nv or 
by facsimile to (703) 308-2840. Comments will be posted and made a vailable for public 
inspection. To ensure that comments are considered in the evaluation of the pilot project 
comments should be submitted in writing by January 15,2004. 

Comments with respect to specific applications should be sent to the Technology Centers' 
customer serv,ce centers. Comments concerning digital certificates, customer numbers and 

SSU LTlSSS 1 th a PP lications should b « «* to the Electronic Business Center 

(EBC) at the USPTO by facsimile at (703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Implementation after Pilot 

After the pilot, its evaluation, and publication of a subsequent notice as indicated above the 
Office expects to imptement its plan to cease mailing paper copies of U.S. patent references cited 
during examination of non provisional applications on or after February 2, 2004; although copies 
of cited foreign patent documents, as well as non-patent literature, will still be mailed to die 
applicant until such time as substantially all applications have been scanned into IFW. 

For Further Information Contact 

Technical information on the operation of the IFW system can be found on the USPTO website 
at http://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/ifw/index.html. Comments concerning the E-Patent 
Ref f e ™ e / eatur e «"» questions concerning the operation of the PAIR system should be directed 

™ S ?£? U k SPT ° *, (86 S^- 9197 ™ e EBC ™* also be contacted by fitstueTt 
(703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Nicholas P. Godici 
Commissioner for Patents 
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The United States Patent and Trademark Office 
has changed certain mailing addresses! 

Effective May 1, 2003 

Use the i address provided in this flyer after May 1, 2003 for any correspondence with the 
Umted States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) in patent-related matters to 
organizations reporting to the Commissioner for Patents. 

2L*EJ S, WaShin9t0n DC 20231 and P 0 Box 2327 Arlington, VA 22202 addresses 
after May 1 2003 for any correspondence with the USPTO even if these old addresses are 

nl Jfctn" ♦ acco ["P an y in 9 Ones action or Notice or in any other action, notice, material 
form, instruction or other information. 

fo°rp e a ^ ndenC f in P a u tent l elated matters t0 organizations reporting to the Commissioner 
ror Patents must now be addressed to: 


Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Special Mail Stop designations to replace Special Box designations 

pL S tPn^nH e T M ^ 1 ' USPT0 iS changin9 the s P ecial Box designations for 

' mIn sfop^T) corresponding Mail Stop designations (e.g., Box 4" will now be 

For further information, see Correspondence with the United States Patent and Trademark 

I'Z f^rn Re9 J 4 f 32 l MarCh 25 ' 2003) - A COpy ofthe Federal Re ^ter notice is available 
on the USPTO s web site at httD.//www usD to. q o V /Web/menu/current html#rpq i.«;tPr 

onXLTi^Tn? 0 ' 7 ' 0 ^^ 10 m A aili ??J addresses (See Patents - specific) will be available 
on the USPTO's web site on April 15, 2003 at http;//www.u SD to oov/main/contants htm 

Persons filing correspondence with the Office should check the rules of practice Official 
SSftte; or the Office's Internet Web site (www.usDto.oov> to determine the appropriateness 
and Mai Stop Designation (if applicable) for all correspondence being delivered to the USPTO 
via the United States Postal Service (USPS). 

Questions regarding the content of this flyer should be directed to the Inventor Assistance 
Center at (703) 308-4357 or toll-free at 1-800-786-9199. Assistance 


Attachment for PTO-948 (Rev. 03/01, or etrtitf) 

67ia/oi 

The below text replaces the preprinted text under the heading, 
"Information on How to Effect Drawing Changes," on the back 
of the PTO-94S (Rev. 03/01, or earlier) form. 

INFORMATION ON HOW TO EFFECT DRAWING CHANGES 

I. CtmolN of laforaalides ~ 37 CFR US 

New corrected drawings tut* be filed with the changes incorporated therein 

■* iMeof cbef 1 


inventor's it, tad iraiicitiwi number, or docket number (if toy) if in 
WK^*^*™^*^****** lftJ*ia*r«awis 
provided.*!^ be placed ce^i^ of ea^ 

•MTfUL lTe»neOMddrewil V ireiee^«t>^0^^ 

JTXdMMw drawings MUST be Med wkfcia the THREE MONTH Aoneoed 
man period mc fer 


... — reply io *e Nodce of ABowabttiiy 
weyMpfie rtii^MBdefdwpioeMoojofiyCfR ■ ll«a)of<p)RjrnUoi 
the corrected diewfejs after (he mittec of e Modee of Altowabilky. The ;^ 
drawings should bo filed es a separate paper with t transmittal letter addressed to 
die Official Onfttpenon. 

2. Corrections ether than Informalities Noted by Draftsperson on form PTO- 
941. 

All chittfei 10 the drawings, other than informalities noted *n the Orattsperion. 
MUST be nude in the seme manner as above except that normally, a highlighted 
(preferably red ink) sketch of the changes to be incorporiKo into th< new 
drawings MUST be approved by the examiner before the jppitcaiion will be 
allowed So changes w..i be permitted to be made. other tun correction of 
informalities, unless the examiner has approved the propose changes 

Timing of Corrections 

Applicant is required lo submit the drawing cDrrecuons within the 
time period set in thr c ached Qfficc communication Sec y CFR 
I 85(a) 

Failure (0 take correcme action w ulun vhe set pc: J will result in 
ABANDONMENT .'l ihc jpplK.tti.Mi 


'c 0 I vl 


